GENERAL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2006 - 2:00pm
Minutes
Signed in:

Geoff & Teena Clarke
Vicky Leroux
Jean & Don Clingin
Bob Dennis
Peter & Barb Joynt
Alf Marin
Lois Wattie
Doreen & Edward Donovan
Gerry & Jim Sawtell
Harold & Marion Moore
Teresa MacInnis
Doreen & Derek Wood

SVSRDA President
Riverside Gypsy Squares, SVSRDA Vice
President
Take-A-Step Rounds, SVSRDA Past
President
Mississippi Squares, SVSRDA Treasurer
Dynamite Tay Dancers
Harbour Lites
Harbour Lites
Rock & Roll Squares
Round Tuit Dancers, Town & Kountry
Kickers, Trackers
Seaway Squares
Swinging B’s
Swinging Saints, Goodtime Squares

1. Call to Order & Welcome
Geoff Clarke welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. He explained that
the Secretary was tied up with an EOSARDA meeting, so the meeting would be taped
and asked that everyone speak up.
2. Approval of Agenda
Additions to the Agenda:
7.a. Association Dances: Caller & Cuer assignments
Motion to Approve: Don Clingin
Seconded: Jim Sawtell
Carried.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Motion to accept minutes as distributed.
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Moved by: Harold Moore
Seconded: Bob Dennis
Carried.
4. Treasurer’s Report
Mother’s Day Dance
Bob pointed out that there were about 150 dancers in attendance at the Mother’s Day
Dance (see attached report). Bob explained the payouts to Vicky Leroux (flowers and
miscellaneous supplies), Jean Clingin (50/50 tickets, milk, etc.), and Harold Moore
(cookies from Tim Horton’s). He also explained that the donation to the school was
$150 rather than the agreed-upon $100 because the dance was so successful. He and
Geoff Clarke made that decision.
Motion to Approve Mother’s Day Dance Financial Statements: Bob Dennis
Seconded: Lois Wattie
Carried.
General Financial Statement
Copy is attached. Bob explained that the statements run from March 26 to September
11.
Motion to Approve Financial Statements: Bob Dennis
Seconded: Jean Clingin
Geoff pointed out that after expected bills have been paid, the amount in the
Association account will be around $3100.
Carried.
Bob added that next year, the Association will be looking for a new Treasurer.
5. SVSRDA Dances
a. Fall Kick Off Dance
i. Ribbons & Flyers
Geoff reported that the Ribbons and Flyers had all been distributed. Last dance we had
150 people. Let’s hope we have more at this dance. General attendance is usually
around 100, which is why we usually order around 100 ribbons (we had 112 this time).
With the increase at the Mother’s Day Dance and expected increase at the Fall Kick Off
Dance, the Executive had decided that we would begin ordering 150 ribbons for our
dances.
ii. Duties to be done
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Harold will pick up 20 dozen Tim Horton’s cookies and Jean will pick up 8 packages of
sugar-free cookies. Cookies will be put out around 9:00.
Reminder to the Clubs to provide 2 free passes to their regular Club events and the
Association will provide a couple other door prizes, as well.
Harbour Lites will assist with decorations, as usual.
Geoff asked for a volunteer Club to help with Set Up and Tear Down. Harbour Lites and
Good Time Squares volunteered.
Lois asked if we would have a Greeter at the door. It is usually Marion Moore. Would
she be willing to do that again? Marion agreed to do that again. Doreen Donovan said
she would be “Assistant Hugger” if she could make it to the dance.
Jean suggested that the President couple stand at the door when people leave thanking
them for coming to the dance. Geoff & Teena agreed.
b. Mothers Day Dance 2007
Flyer is in the Calendar. Caller is Andy Himberg-Larsen and Cuer is Gerry Sawtell.
This dance is back to our usual afternoon timeframe. Tickets are $6 in advance and $8
at the door.
At our April meeting, we will determine duties.
6.

Calendars

Calendars are just in. They will be distributed to as many Clubs are at this meeting.
Vicky pointed out a misprint – the breakdown of each month is printed on the back side
of the month’s calendar, rather than on the same page, so you will have to flip the page
to see the calendar. It’s a mistake we can live with for one year.
The calendar is correct as at time of printing. If there are changes since then, let Vicky
know. The calendar cannot be changed now, but she can advise of the changes.
Some that were reported at the meeting:
Swinging B’s – Don Moger is the Caller, not Louis Seguin
Geoff encouraged every Club to make as many copies of the Travel Badge form as
necessary to hand out to their dancers. Get them working on their badge as soon as
possible.
Geoff asked that Vicky be given “a great big hand” for the work she puts into the
Calendar. It is a tremendous amount of work and needs to be acknowledged. A round
of applause was given to Vicky.
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7. New Business
a. Association Dances: Caller and Cuer Assignments
Just to let the Clubs know that at the Executive meeting, a motion was made that
Caller/Cuer assignments for the Fall Kick Off dance be reserved for Association Callers
and Cuers and the Mother’s Day Dance be open to Callers and Cuers from outside the
Association. For the Fall Kick Off dance, if a “junior” Caller were to be selected to call, a
“senior” Caller should also be selected. Bob Dennis asked if we would consider a
Callers’/Cuers’ Showcase.
On the same topic, also at the Executive Meeting, it was discussed and agreed to raise
Caller fees from $150 to $175 and Cuer fees from $75 to $90, effective today. It is what
was paid last year, but it has been “made official” by this motion.
b. How do we get Clubs interested in the Seaway Valley Association?
The Association has 19 member Clubs, yet there are many who are not represented at
this meeting. Why?
Q. How do Clubs get to know about the SVSRDA?
A. We could send letters explaining who we are and what we do. Just let us know who
to send the letter to. (Specifically referring to Kingston Club, Limestone Dancers.
They certainly are part of the Seaway Valley and are more active than they used to
be.)
Q. We used to have a potluck and dance after the meeting. Should we reinstate that?
A. It was “cancelled” because the numbers attending the meetings was down. But we
have more new Clubs joining, so maybe it’s worth trying again. Each Club is
allowed two votes at the meeting, although there is no restriction to the number of
Club members who can come to the meeting. With a membership of 19 Clubs, we
could have a good number of people out to dance.
Q. Would changing the day of the meeting attract more attendees?
A. Sundays has always proven to be the best day, because it doesn’t conflict with
dances.





What’s the incentive for a Club to come to a meeting like this?
What do the Clubs want from the Association?
What does the Association want from you?
Now that there are more Clubs from away from the Seaway Valley, should the
meetings move further north? We’d have to be very careful about driving distance
for those who live furthest away; for example, the distance between Constance Bay
and Cornwall is at least 2 hours. Where is a fair mid-point?
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After more discussion, Vicky mentioned that all these items would be taken to a
November Special Meeting of the Executive, so you may seem some major changes,
come the April meeting.
Geoff stressed that we need to be willing to suggest and make changes. If you’re not
willing to change, you’ll die. This is the time to let ideas flow. If you fail to
communicate, you fail. That’s it. If people don’t come to meetings and let us know
WHY they don’t, we can’t address the issues, which is why we invite comments and
suggestions. The Executive is willing and open to look at everything. We’ve had some
good ideas. We’ll gladly accept more!
8. Announcements
a. Clubs




Goodtime Squares: Alzheimer Dance, January 21, 2007, will held at the Mert Hall
in Maitland, Ontario. Flyers will go out shortly, and there will be directions printed in
EOSARDA’s Square Time.
Swinging B’s: Valentine’s Dance [with Bert Lajoie] and St. Patrick’s Dance [with
Corry Lowden] will be held at Charles (…something…) Centre
Riverside Gypsy Squares: Final weekend dance for the season is next week.
Caller/Cuer couple is Jeff & Andrea Priest. Visitors are welcome on Saturday
evening.

An updated Club listing with email contacts will be sent out to all Clubs. This will
facilitate the distribution of flyers to Clubs.
b. Other
Teresa MacInnis mentioned that schools in the area are now adding dancing to their
curriculum, so for all Clubs who are using schools, contact the Principals and ask if you
can get in to teach a session. The Swinging B’s have helped Bert Lajoie do that. The
kids loved it. It’s a way of giving back to the schools.
9.

Next Meeting

Sunday, March 25, 2007.
10.

Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
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