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SVSRDA General Meeting (October 24, 2010) 

- prepared by Wendy VanderMeulen 
 

Member Clubs in attendance 
Charmin’ Promenaders  Wendy VanderMeulen (SVSRDA Treasurer) 
Good Time Squares Cliff Lalonde (SVSRDA Coordinator) 
 Dave Watson 
 Fiona Montgomery 
 Peter & Elizabeth Wollaston 
Grenville Gremlins Jacques & Renée Phaneuf 
Harbour Lites  Alf Marin (SVSRDA Coordinator) 
 Germain & Shirley Hull 
 Jean Steacy 
 Pearl King (SVSRDA Vice President) 
Kickers Geoff & Teena Clarke 
Riverside Gypsy Squares Ted Moore 
Rock & Roll Squares Edward & Doreen Donovan 
Seaway Squares Harold & Marion Moore 
Skirts ‘n’ Flirts Alan & Sandy Brown 
Swingin’ Saints Dorothy Tweed (SVSRDA Cuer Rep) 
 Eric & Sue Taylor (SVSRDA Coordinators) 
 Peter & Lois Etue 
Swinging B’s Helen MacCallum 
 Penny Lafave 
Take-A-Step Rounds Don & Jean Clingin 
 
  

Member Clubs absent: 

Round Tuits 
Mississippi Squares 
Dynamite Squares 
 
 

1. Call to order 
The meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm  
As the Association currently is without a Secretary, Wendy VanderMeulen agreed to take the minutes. 
 

2. Approval of agenda  
Addition to the Agenda:   7.b. Calendars 
 7.c. Constitution 
 7.d. Website 
Motion to accept revised agenda - 
Moved by:  Germain Hull 
Seconded:  Peter Etue 
Carried 
 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting (March 2010) 
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As mentioned above, it was pointed out that the minutes record that the Association has no Secretary.  
Wendy VanderMeulen has agreed to take the minutes for this meeting, but we are still in need of someone 
to volunteer to be Secretary for the March 2011 meeting and to send Association reports to EOSARDA for 
the Square Time.  No one volunteered at this time, but Wendy asked that they think about it and, 
hopefully, someone would volunteer before the meeting would end. 
Motion to accept minutes as circulated- 
Moved by:  Shirley Hull 
Seconded:  Sue Taylor 
Carried 
 
Note: By the end of the meeting, no volunteer came forward to be Secretary, but Eric & Sue Taylor agreed 

to continue to do the Square Time reports. 

 

4.  Treasurer’s Report 
Wendy presented two reports:   

a)  2009-2010 year-end report  
b) 2010-2011 fiscal year to date.  Bank balance as of this morning was $5,239.36. 

Income_Expense statements are attached to this report.  Details are available if requested. 
Motion to accept report as discussed – 
Moved by:  Wendy VanderMeulen 
Seconded:  Eric Taylor 
Carried 

 

5. SVSRDA Dances: 
a) Christmas Dance  

 
Duties list is attached. 
 
Other discussions:   
 

i) What is the state of our coffee supplies – Do we need another coffee pot? Do we have table cloths? 
Who has what? Where is it being stored?  It appears that Teresa MacInnis has some and 
Barbara Joynt has some.  Teena Clarke will get in touch with Teresa and Barbara to get a 
complete inventory.  

Motion:  That the Association purchase whatever is necessary to replenish all our coffee supplies 
(to be determined by Teena). 
Moved by:  Geoff Clarke 
Seconded:  Penny Lafave 
Carried. 
 
It was noted that a water container would probably not be needed.  Geoff, Harold, and Wendy all 
offered the use of their water containers as and when needed. 

 
ii) Where do we store our supplies?  IF the person storing the supplies comes sick and cannot attend a 

meeting or dance, how would the supplies get to the meeting/dance location?  It would be 
helpful if the supplies could be stored in the Prescott/Brockville area, and the person 
responsible for coffee could pick up the supplies on the way to the meeting/dance.  Elizabeth 
Wollaston said she would be okay with storing the supplies, but no definite decision was 
reached. 
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iii) How can SVSRDA Executive and Coordinators be easily identified at [especially] dances?  It was 
agreed that badges would be ordered that say “Seaway Valley Square & Round Dance 
Association” and, in place of a person’s name, the application position; i.e. “President”, 
“Coordinator”, “Cuer Rep”, etc.  These badges will then be passed on to the appropriate 
person after elections. 

 
Motion:  That the appropriate number of these badges be purchased. 
Moved by:  Elizabeth Wollaston 
Seconded:  Eric Taylor 
Carried. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU was awarded to the Harbour Lites for their many years of providing 
decorations for all SVSRDA dances. 

 

b) Mothers’ Day Dance  

 

The Executive Committee had decided to ask Jimmy Lee if he would be available to call our 2011 dance 
on May 1.  Dorothy Tweed was asked to cue Rounds. 
 
Members were asked to suggest other callers, if Jimmy is not available.  Geoff Clarke suggested that we 
keep in mind asking an internationally-acclaimed caller (Jerry Storey, Tony Oxendine) for future years.  
They are most likely booked for 2011, but we do have the money in the bank to cover their costs – 
probably about $1,000 plus travel.  Tim Marriner was also suggested; he lives in South Carolina, so his 
travel costs would be less that Jerry or Tony….  No decision was reached for 2011.  Bob Summers is to 
contact Jimmy Lee.  If necessary, the Executive will consult on another Caller. 
 

6. Travel Awards:  
Completed papers are to be turned in to Eric Taylor, who will see that Donna Jonas receives the 
information in time to order the appropriate car dangles and “wheels” for distribution at the Mothers’ Day 
Dance. 
 
Three Clubs paid their memberships since the Calendar was printed, so Clubs were advised to add:  Rock 
& Roll Squares, Round Tuits, and Take-A-Step Rounds to the list of Association Clubs on the Travel 
Checklist (page 5 in the Calendar). 
 
Two questions were raised for clarification of the process of getting signatures: 

1.  If your Club is invited to dance with another Association Club on their regular dance night, that 
does not qualify as a Club Visit for the purposes of the Travel Badge.  The point of the badge is to 
get you to decide to go visit a Club.  It is YOUR responsibility to initiate the visit. 

2. If you visit a Club ON THEIR NORMAL DANCE NIGHT, whether it is a special or not, that 
counts as ONE of the 9 required dances.  If that Club hosts a special dance on a night OTHER 
THAN their regular dance night, that qualifies as another visit.  You are only allowed to “claim” 
one Club visit per dangle and one Club special per dangle.   

 

7. New Business:  
a)  Nominations for Executive (next meeting) 

Wendy agreed to be the Nominating Committee. 
 

b) Calendars 

Wendy reported on Bob’s behalf.  Calendar sales increased from 68 last year, to 70 this year.  80 
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were printed, and the 10 extra were available at the meeting for anyone who wished to buy one (2 

were sold).  Wendy asked that everyone go over the Calendar to ensure correctness.  Any 

changes/corrections should be sent to Bob Summers so an addendum could be produced and 
distributed.  The 3 new member Clubs should submit their contact information to Bob. 
 

c) Website 

Geoff Clarke pointed out that the website is not being kept current, and if it isn’t current, people will 
not go there to look up information.  Pat Gauthier is our Web Master, but she can only put on the site 
what she is told needs to go there.  Geoff volunteered to be the liaison between the SVSRDA and 
Pat. 
 
All Clubs should go to the website to make sure that their information is correct. 
 

d) Constitution 

Suggested changes to the Constitution were distributed prior to and at the meeting.  Other minor 
changes were noted. 
Motion:  To accept the revised Constitution with noted changes. 
Moved by:  Geoff Clarke 
Seconded:  Peter Wollaston 
Carried. 
 
Geoff also volunteered to maintain the Constitution and make appropriate revisions as needed.  Note 
that changes will not be finalized until and unless approved by a majority of Association Member 
Clubs. 
 

At this point, Pearl brought up a question that someone had given her over the break:  Should Association 
money be spent on promotion to get new dancers?  It was agreed that clubs who spend money on new 
dancer recruitment can get refunded from EOSARDA, and we do not want to duplicate what EOSARDA 
does.  Our Association’s focus is to encourage interaction between dancers and Club; i.e. get dancers 
visiting other Clubs and going to special dances.  That is what our constitution states as our purpose. 
 
But we do have quite a bit of money in the bank and what is it earmarked for?  At the moment, there is no 
plan in place to spend the money (other than upgrading our coffee supplies).  It was suggested that the 
Executive look at options to spend the money; as a non-profit Association, we should not have so much 
money in our bank account.  This topic will be added to the agenda for the next SVSRDA Executive 
meeting.  Suggestions are welcome…. 
 

8.  Club Reports 

a) New Dance Recruitment Success 

Charmin’ Promenaders ......  N/A (Plus club) 
Dynamite Squares ............. 2 or 3 
Good Time Squares ........... 0 
Grenville Gremlins ............ 8 
Harbour Lites  ................... 3 
Kickers .............................. N/A (Mainstream Club) 
Mississippi Squares ........... 7 or 8 
Riverside Gypsy Squares ... N/A 
Rock & Roll Squares ......... 3 
Round Tuits ....................... unknown 
Seaway Squares ................. 0 
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Skirts ‘n’ Flirts .................. 3 
Swingin’ Saints ................. Plus Club – but 13 new dancers learning Plus! 
Swinging B’s ..................... 7 
Take-A-Step Rounds ......... Not running a New Dancer Class this year 
 
Swingin’ Saints asked how Clubs who had new dancers got them?  They did a lot of recruitment 
and got nothing.  Turns out everyone does the usual “stuff” – flyers, ads in community 
newspapers, demos, speaking to people – and some were just more successful than others.  Jacques 
Phaneuf encouraged everyone to continue with what they do.  You never know when your efforts 
will be successful! 
 

b) Club Announcements 

Good Time Squares ........... Alzheimer’s’ Dance is on January 23, 2011 
Grenville Gremlins ............ New Year’s Eve Dance, St. John’s United Church, Kemptville 
Harbour Lites  ................... Food Bank Benefit Dance, Saturday, November 13, 2010 
Kickers .............................. Sadie Hawkins Dance, Wednesday, November 24, 2010 
Rock & Roll Squares ......... Black & Orange Dance, Friday, October 29, 2010 
 .......................................... Christmas Dance, Friday, December 17, 2010 
Seaway Squares ................. Christmas Dance & Potluck, Monday, December 13, 2010 
Swinging B’s ..................... 35th Anniversary Dance, Sunday, March 13, 2011 
Take-A-Step Rounds ......... New Year’s Eve Dance, St. Mark’s Church, Ottawa 

 

9.  Next Meeting 

March 27, 2011: at the Masonic Lodge, Brockville,  2:00 pm 
 

10. Adjournment:  

At 4:15 pm on a motion by Cliff Lalonde. 


