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GENERAL MEETING
OCTOBER 28, 2007 - 2:00pm

Minutes

Signed in:  Wendy VanderMeulen Charmin’ Promenaders (SVSRDA Secretary)
Peter & Barb Joynt Dynamite Tay
Derek & Doreen Wood Goodtime Squares
Bob & Marguerite Summers Goodtime Squares (SVSRDA Caller Rep)
Vicky Leroux Gypsy Squares (SVSRDA Vice President)
Alf Marin Harbour Lites
Lois Rouse Harbour Lites
Ray & Lois Wattie Harbour Lites
Bob Dennis Mississippi Squares (SVSRDA Treasurer)
Dorothy Tweed St. Lawrence Smoothies (SVSRDA Cuer Rep)
Harold & Marion Moore Seaway Squares
Ralph & Mary Storer Swingin’ Saints
Teresa MacInnis Swinging B’s
Ted & Freda Moore Swingin’ Saints (SVSRDA Coordinator)
Jean & Don Clingin Take-A-Step Rounds (SVSRDA Past President)
Geoff &Teena Clarke Town & Kountry Kickers (SVSRDA President)

Member Clubs not in attendance:
Grenville Gremlins
Limestone Dancers
Rock & Roll Squares
Round Tuit Dancers
Skirts & Flirts

1. Call to Order

Geoff Clarke called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and reminded everyone to sign is, as only
those who sign in can be recorded as being in attendance.

2. Approval of the Agenda

No changes to the agenda.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting

Motion:  To accept the minutes as circulated.
Moved by:  Wendy VanderMeulen
Seconded:  Teresa MacInnis
Carried.
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4. Reports

4. a) Financial Reports

Treasurer Bob Dennis reviewed the financial statements which are attached.

Motion:  To accept the report as circulated.
Moved by:  Bob Dennis
Seconded:  Germain Hull
Carried.

4. b) Calendar Editor

Bob Summers reported that 125 calendars were printed at a cost of approximately $390.

Harold Moore asked that when Clubs send flyers to be put in the Calendar, that Bob reply to
say they have been received.

5. SVSRDA Dances

5.  a) 25th Anniversary & Christmas Dance

i) Ribbons – Please pick up your Club’s ribbons today.  Bob Dennis has them
ii) Checklist –

Decorations – Harbour Lites will put up decorations; plus, we will have a Christmas
Tree that will be decorated with items that dancers bring with them to the dance.
AND, anyone to brings a decoration, will go home with one, and preferably NOT
the one they came with!  Everyone seemed to like this idea.  Important note is
to make sure your dancers know that they are to take decorations, as you only
get to take a decoration home if you bring one to put on the tree.  Wendy
VanderMeulen and Dorothy Tweed with coordinate the decorating of the tree.

Dancing – New Basics are welcome.  Will assume dancers know up to the call “Dive
Thru.”  If not, let Brian Crawford, the Caller for the dance, know, so he can adjust
his program accordingly.  Everyone was told to encourage their new dancers to
come – don’t just send them!  Go with them and dance with them so they feel
more confident.

Refreshments – Clingins will take care of the coffee.  Everyone else is asked to take
Christmas sweets – cookies, squares, fruitcake….  Anything with a Christmas
theme.

Banner – There will be a new banner for the occasion.
iii) SVSRDA History – Teresa MacInnis will be in touch with Bob & Carol Milne, who

seem to be the people who have all the historical files on the Association.    She also
mentioned that Louis Seguin has some connections with the early years of the
Association.  She will ask Bob Cameron (Swinging B’s and Charmin’ Promenaders),
who is in touch with Louis on occasion, to talk to Louis to try to get information from
him.  Also, anyone who has any pictures of past SVSRDA events is asked to provide
them.   When asked about how those pictures would be displayed, Teresa
suggested, and Vicky Leroux concurred, that Carol Milne would be the best person
to do that.  Teresa will contact Carol.

iv) Dinner – Harold Moore had contacted Centennial Restaurant in Morrisburg and was
advised it wouldn’t be a problem for up to 50 people to have dinner there after our
dance.  He then suggested that two sign up sheets be put out at the dance, giving



Page 3 of 4

people the option of signing up for dinner at either McIntosh Inn (the restaurant
originally discussed with the dinner option at a previous SVSRDA meeting) or
Centennial Restaurant.  Geoff Clarke pointed out that the McIntosh Inn Dining Room
is no longer open for Sunday dinner – only the lounge is – although they would be
willing to put up a dinner buffet for us, if we could guarantee a minimum of 30 people.
As we could not guarantee that, it looks like Centennial is our only option.  So, a sign
up sheet will be put out at the dance and people will be asked to sign up by 3:00
p.m., at which time the restaurant will be advised of the number of people.

5. b) Mothers Day Dance 2008

Date:   May 4, 2008
Location:  Seaway District High School
Caller/Cuer:  will be announced when confirmed

6. Travel Awards

Geoff Clarke reported that 15 dancers will be getting awards at the Christmas dance:  5 first
timers, 4 second timers, and 6 fourth timers.  If anyone knows of any other forms that are still
“out there,” please let Geoff know ASAP so he can get the awards made up in time.  He also
noted that 10 awards were handed out in 2006 and 6 in 2005, so the program is getting more
popular.  Keep encouraging your dancers to get involved!

Wendy VanderMeulen asked for clarification of the rules:  do all 9 club visits have to occur in the
same year?  Answer:  No.  You can take a couple of years or even three years to fill in your
form.

7. New Business

7. a)  Elections at next meeting – there WILL be vacancies, so please start thinking about
how you can serve the SVSRDA.
7. b)  Other items: Dorothy Tweed asked about moving the Association dances around so
different Clubs can host one and, at that time, that Club wouldn’t have to travel too far to go
to the dance.  Bob Summers suggested that the name “Seaway Valley” makes you think
that that is where the dances will be held.  Also, moving it north would confuse it with an
EOSARDA dance.  Discussion ensued, suggesting that Cornwall, Kemptville, and Brockville
aren’t north.  But this has been suggested before, and the idea did not take off.  Besides,
Iroquois is central and easy for just about everyone to get to.  Also, we do have one
American club, and we want it to be easy for them to get to, as the original purpose of the
Association was to encourage cross-border dancing.

8. Club Reports

8. a)  New dancer recruitment – Geoff Clarke asked how everyone was doing with their
new dancers this year.  How has recruitment paid off?  Numbers ranged from 1 to 25 with a
good range of numbers in between.  A discussion followed one what different clubs have
done for their recruiting – ideas ranged from demos, to chili dinners, to newspaper ads, and
more.  The idea was brought up that perhaps the Seaway Valley Clubs could go together on
an ad in the local community newspaper  (it would not be a conflict, as all new dancer nights
are either on different nights, or those that are on the same night are too far apart to attract
the same dancers).  Everyone liked the idea and it will be pursued at an appropriate time.
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Teresa MacInnis mentioned that the Swinging B’s have access to funding from the
BBSRDA.  Clubs were then told that EOSARDA also has a funding program – advise
EOSARDA of your Club’s recruiting plan, then, after all has been done, submit receipts to
EOSARDA and they will reimburse you 50% of your expenses, up to $250.  This will be
explored further.

In the meantime, all clubs are asked to submit to the Secretary, Wendy VanderMeulen,  a
list of what they did for recruitment:

i) What did you do?
ii) What did it cost (approx.)?
iii) Did it work?
iv) Did it NOT work?
v) If you put an ad in a newspaper, provide a copy of the ad.

Wendy will compile the submissions for distribution to the Association members.  The
purpose is simply to give Clubs ideas of things they might like to try.

Send them to Wendy at wendyv@sympatico.ca or by mail to 1255 Millburn Cres.,
Cumberland, ON  K4C 1C9.

8. b)  Club Announcements

i) Take-A-Step Rounds – 5th Anniversary dance, Tuesday, January 29, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
ii) Harbour Lites – Food Bank Benefit Dance, Saturday, November 24, 2:00-4:30 p.m.
iii) Goodtime Squares – 19th Annual Alzheimer Dance, Sunday, January 27, 2008
iv) Swinging B’s – New Dancers Special Night, Friday, November 23

- DBD Mainstream workshop, Saturday, November 24, AM, Aft, PM
- Hillbilly Night, Friday, November 30, MS with Plus tips

v) Grey Cup Dance – Saturday, November 24, 7:30-10:00, Full Basic, Easy Rds
vi) Kickers – 10th Anniversary Bash, Saturday, May 3, 2008, B, MS, Plus, Rds
vii) Seaway Squares – Christmas Potluck and Dance, Monday, December 10
viii) Dynamite Tay – 15th Anniversary – still working on party plans
ix) St. Lawrence Smoothies – 10th Year Party, [possibly] May 19, 2008

9. Next Meeting

The next General Meeting of the Association will be Sunday, March 30, 2008.  2:00 Noon.
Usual location.

10.  Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.


