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Council of Dancers Meeting 
2:00 Sunday 18 October 2020 

Using Zoom 
 
1. Call to Order         - Dave Western 
 1.1 A quorum was confirmed      - Barbara Englehart 

18 EOSARDA Member Clubs and 2 associations participated in the meeting, 
represented by a total of 42 individuals. 
 
The list of EOSARDA Member Clubs, associations, and their representatives is 
attached as Appendix N. 

 
2. Opening Remarks   Appendix A   - Dave Western 
 
3. The agenda was accepted as presented. 
 
4. Record of the 10 November 2019 Meeting     - Arlo Speer 

MOTION:  Speer/ Gavin Currie … that the meeting record of the 10 November 2019 
meeting be approved.         CARRIED 
 

5. Reports 
5.1. Operations Committee 

  a) 2019-1010 Financial statements  Appendix B  - Bob Pitruniak 
MOTION. Pitruniak/ Warriner … that the financial report be accepted as 
presented.          CARRIED 

  b) Registrar’s Report    Appendix C  - Barbara Englehart 
5.2. Dances Operations         

a) Dance Committee    Appendix D  - Barbara Englehart 
b) Swing into Spring    Appendix E  - Arlo Speer 

5.3. Club Liaison, Recognition and Awards  Appendix F  - Geoff Clarke 
5.4. Publicity Committee    Appendix G  - Lamar Mason 
5.5. Technology Committee    Appendix H  - Arlo Speer 
5.6. Ottawa Area Callers’ Association  Appendix I      - Wendy VanderMeulen   
5.7. Seaway Valley Square and Round Dance Association      – Marlene/Gerald Casselman 
       Appendix J 
5.8. Ontario Square and Round Dance Federation Appendix K - Dave Western 
5.9. Acceptance of Reports 

MOTION: Warriner / VanderMeulen … that the reports be accepted.  CARRIED 
6. Business Arising from the Minutes and Reports 

6.1. Registration and Fee Collection While Not Dancing  - Barbara Englehart 
The Registrar indicated that the Canadian Society and the Ontario Federation 
have both waived fees for the current year until such time as dancing is able to 
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resume post-COVID.  EOSARDA is also waiving membership fees at least until 
dancing resumes. 
 
She also reported that the Canadian Society will cover the 2021 cost of 
insurance for continuing dancers for at least as long as COVID forces us to 
cease dancing. 
 
Any new dancers or clubs that are not registered for the current year must 
register in order to take advantage of Federation or Society membership of the 
insurance coverage provided through the Canadian Society. 
 
At this point, there are no details about how fees will resume once we are able to 
resume normal dance operations. 
 

7. New Business 
7.1.  Budget for 2020/2021   Appendix L  - Bob Pitruniak 

MOTION:  Pitruniak // Robichaud … that the budget be accepted as presented.  
CARRIED 
 

7.2.  Election of 2020/2021 Board     - Dave Western 
The Board of Directors presented the following candidates for the 2020/2021 
Board: 
Jacques Chesnais    Geoff Clarke    Teena Clarke 
Gavin Currie    Barb Englehart   Pat Gauthier 
Gerry Johnson    Lamar Mason  Bob Pitruniak 
Arlo Speer     Wendy VanderMeulen  Dave Western 

 
In addition, Ron Gardner volunteered to serve on the Board. 
 
MOTION: VanderMeulen / Warriner … that the 13 individuals mentioned above be 
elected as the 2020/2021 EOSARDA Directors.   CARRIED 
 

7.3.  Restarting dancing in Eastern Ontario Appendix M      - Wendy VanderMeulen 
 
MOTION:  Bob Pitruniak / Helgi Goodman … that EOSARDA, speaking through 
its Council of Dancers, recommends and encourages all member clubs and 
organizations to, at a minimum, follow the health guidelines issued by the 
Ontario government and other health authorities as applicable to their area 
regarding group gatherings.       CARRIED 
 

8. Next Council of Dancers Meeting 
  2:00 PM Sunday 18 April 2021 most likely via Zoom  



 

3 

Appendix A:  Opening Remarks 
Good afternoon and welcome to EOSARDA’s first ever on-line Annual General Meeting and Council of 
Dancers.  The Board is particularly excited to welcome so many newcomers to this meeting.  It’s great to 
see such a level of interest. 
 
Before we begin, since for many of you this is your first Zoom meeting, I have asked Arlo to briefly 
review the meeting protocols. 
 
(Arlo) 
 
Normally at this point I would point out where the washrooms are and announce break times.  I’m 
guessing that you already know where your washroom is. As for breaks, we will take a 15-minute break 
around 2:45, but this time you are going to have to provide your own tea, coffee and cookies.  We did 
consider having drones deliver refreshments to each of you at home, but the logistics were just too 
difficult. 
 
Under EOSARDA’s Constitution and By-laws: 
$  Any dancer registered last year with EOSARDA is considered to be registered for the current dance 

year and may attend Council and speak at the meeting 
$  But only designated Club Representatives have a vote. 
$  Each registered club may have up to 2 representatives both of whom may vote on any issue before 

Council. 
$  However, no individual Club Rep may vote more than once on any issue (you don’t get two votes if 

you are the only rep from your club or if you represent more than one club) 
$  Directors cannot vote unless they are also Club Reps. 
$  The Board is bound by any decision or direction issued by this Council. 
 
Arlo and Lamar will be watching for blue hands indicating that someone wishes to address the meeting.  
We will do our best to make sure that all who wish to speak have the opportunity to do so, please be 
patient.  A reminder that when not speaking, please mute your microphone to help reduce background 
noise, but don’t forget to turn it back on to speak. 
 
To enable this Council to make decisions and to elect a new Board, a quorum of 25% of Member Clubs is 
required.  We currently have 26 Member Clubs, so a quorum is 7 clubs.  Given today’s participation level, 
I can safely declare that we have a quorum and can continue with the meeting. 
 
In April 2019, the Council of Dancers elected a Board of Directors to take us into the second decade of 
the 21st Century.  With the unexpected lockdown in March, we were unable to elect a new Board this 
Spring, so the previous Board has continued to carry out its administrative functions on an interim basis.  
I would like to thank them all for their service during this very difficult period.   We are extremely lucky 
to have such a talented group of individuals willing to give their time and energy in support of Square and 
Round Dancing. 
 
This afternoon, among other things, we will: 
- present a Year-end financial report for 2019/20 
- propose an Operating Budget for the current dance year based on what we know at this time 
- discuss insurance and registration matters, again based on what we know at this time 
- report on the year past and discuss some ideas for the year ahead 
- begin a discussion on how and when we might be able to resume dancing. 
 
Lots to do and lots to talk about, so let’s get started. 
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Appendix B: -- 2019-2020 Financial Statements 
 
 
 

NOTE: Additional information has been omitted from the on-line version but is available upon 
request.  
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Appendix C:  -- Registrar’s Report 
 

As dancing has had to be postponed due to the need for social distancing resulting from COVID-
19, no registration packages have been sent out to any Clubs or Associations. 
 
The Canadian Society of Square and Round Dancing and the Ontario Square and Round Dance 
Federation have decided that they will cover the insurance costs for 2020-2021 based on the 
dancer names submitted to them for the 2019-2020 dance season.  If any Club has dancers join 
that were not registered last year with a Club, then they must register and the normal fee paid. As 
a result, EOSARDA will not be collecting fees from clubs that registered last year.  
 
The situation will be monitored and any changes regarding the membership and insurance fees 
will be communicated to all Clubs. 
 
As a result of no registrations this fall, the numbers reflected in the attached registrar’s report are 
those that were reported as of the end of April 2020.  The number of Clubs has changed for 
2020-2021 as there are three Clubs that unfortunately have had to close their doors. 
 
Some Clubs have not been able to vote in their new executive for this dance year due to the 
current restrictions pertaining to COVID-19.  If you have been able to vote in your new 
executive and you have not already advised the registrar, please do so in order that we can 
maintain an updated contact list. 
 
Thank you, 
  
Barb Englehart, Registrar 
EOSARDA 
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Appendix D: -- Dance Committee Report 
 

CALLER/CUER COMPENSATION 
 
The Dance Committee held a virtual meeting on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 to discuss the compensation 
paid to callers/cuers working EOSARDA sponsored dances. The committee agreed upon the following: 
1. When two or three callers are contracted to lead a dance in one hall, each caller should be paid 
$125.00 
2. When a single caller is contracted to lead a dance in one hall, the caller should be paid $200.00 
3. If a cuer is contracted to cue rounds between the squares and/or provide a round dance party, 
the cuer would be paid $125.00 
4. When there are two callers in one hall, one of whom also cues, the caller who does NOT cue is 
to receive $125.00 and the caller who cues is to receive $200.00 for the dance. 
5. When one caller operates in a single hall calling and cueing, that caller is to receive $275.00 
 
NOTE: A dance is considered to be an afternoon or evening dance of 2 to 2-1/2 hours duration. 
 

DANCE Cancellations due to COVID-19 
 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

The co-sponsored dance hosted by Limestone Dancers 
 
HARVEST HOEDOWN 

The co-sponsored dance hosted by Grenville Gremlins 
 
FROSTY FLING 2021 

Although the Dance Committee had planned to work on hosting the Frosty Fling in February 
2021 it appears that this will not be possible as there is no indication of when dancing might be 
able to resume safely. 

 
FUTURE DANCES  

Once we hear that dancing can resume safely, the Dance Committee will be available to plan an 
open dance and is looking forward to working with interested Clubs on co-sponsored dances.  
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Appendix E:  Swing into Spring 

 
 
Swing into Spring is an eastern Ontario dance weekend established under the joint auspices of the Eastern 
Ontario Square and Round Dance Association and the Seaway Valley Square and Round Dance 
Association.  The event is planned, organized and run by an Organizing Committee of volunteers from 
both sponsoring associations.  The current committee is composed of: 
Gloria Bateman (Swinging Swallows)   Simone Cyr (Swinging B’s) 
Kathleen Pitruniak (Grenville Gremlins)  Bob Pitruniak (Grenville Gremlins) 

Arlo Speer, Secretary (Capital Carousels) 
Wendy VanderMeulen, Treasurer (Charmin’ Promenaders) 

 
To maintain our usual complement of members, we would welcome an additional member from an 
SVSRDA affiliated club. 
 
The Committee expresses its sincere thanks to Regina Gerhard and Carole Lauzon – former committee 
members who retired from the Committee after work associated with the 2020 event was completed. 
 
After cancelling the 2020 event because of COVID-19, the pandemic is still upon us.  The Swing into 
Spring committee has reviewed existing national, provincial, and local restrictions and requirements for 
gatherings and started checking whether we confirm the venue for the dance weekend.  As with last 
spring’s decision, it quickly became obvious that effective planning for an event in 2021 still would not 
be possible.  Therefore, Swing into Spring has become a victim of COVID-19 – for a second year in a 
row! 
 

Swing into Spring 2021 has been cancelled! 
 
The Swing into Spring Committee has taken the necessary steps to close off the 2021 event and is 
contacting dancers who had already registered for the 2021 event.  (The Committee also reminds anyone 
with hotel reservations in place for the 2021 event to cancel them.)  Plans are now beginning for Swing 
into Spring 2022. 
 
Our webpage and Facebook addresses are listed below.  As always, we invite you to check those sites 
regularly for the latest information about our progress toward Swing into Spring 2022.  You can reach the 
Swing into Spring Committee at: secretary@swingintospring.ca  
 

Submitted October 2020 by  Arlo Speer, Committee Liaison to EOSARDA 
 
www.swingintospring.ca  https://www.facebook.com/PrescottSIS/ 
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Appendix F:  Club Liaison Report 
Committee Members: (with portfolios indicated) 

1. Teena Clarke*  -(New Dancer Celebrations) 
2. Jacques Chesnais* -(New Dancer Recruitment Subsidies & Federation Recruitment Subsidies 
3. Wendy VanderMeulen*-(Dance Leader Training Subsidies) 
4. Helgi Goodman  - (Dance Dangle Program) 
5. Helen MacCallum  -(Recognition of Major Anniversaries & Accomplishments) 
6. Geoff Clarke * -(Committee Chair & Scheduling Conflicts) 
7. Gerry Johnson*  -(Editor & Publication of Square Time Magazine) 

 
(* are also Board members, while Helen & Helgi are our Committee volunteers!) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Preamble:- 
The Club Liaison Committee is made up of 7 volunteers, 5 of which also serve on the EOSARDA Board with 
Helen & Helgi volunteering to help us with the ‘tasks at hand’!  Thank You!  As noted above, each member 
has taken on the responsibilities as shown in parentheses for the 2019–2020 dance year, and everyone has 
also agreed to stay in place for the 2020-21 season.  Following below is a report from each of the 
committee members in respect to their areas of responsibility. Please direct any questions you may have 
to the Committee Chair (me), who may also defer to the committee prime for an answer. 

• Geoff Clarke, Chair 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
1)  New Dancer Celebrations  - Teena Clarke 
 
In February 2020, a “Welcome Letter” from the EOSARDA President was created for those new dancers 
completing their first year of dancing.  At that time, a request went out to all the EOSARDA Basic Clubs 
requesting information on how many new dancers they would be celebrating and if they would like an 
EOSARDA representative to attend their celebrations/graduations to hand out these letters as well as a 
new Canadian Society Pin. 
 
We heard from 13 Clubs, with a total of 88 new dancers to be celebrated. Many members of the 
EOSARDA Board agreed to be the representatives to attend the Club celebrations and present the letters 
& pins to the new dancers.  As usual, these celebrations/graduations were to be held in April & May, 
2020.   But, as we all know, unfortunately, due to COVID-19 & the subsequent lockdown of the country 
in mid-March, these planned celebrations did not take place and Square Dancing has been ‘on hold’ ever 
since. 
 
In September, an email went out to these same Clubs asking if they would like to receive the letters & 
pins so they could mail/distribute them to their new dancers.  A second “reminder” email followed as 
not all clubs had responded. Eventually everyone responded and 9 Clubs have requested that their 
packages be sent to them whereas 4 Clubs have chosen not to have the packages sent at this time. 
Those 4 clubs are: Bay Waves; Grenville Gremlins; Kanata Squares; *Ottawa Date Squares. (*note: by the 
end of the dance season, the Ottawa Date Square had no new dancers) 
 
The corresponding EOSARDA representative (who was holding the various club packages) was notified & 
to my knowledge, the packages were sent along to the respective clubs. All Clubs should have received 
them by the date of this meeting. 
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2)  New Dancer Recruitment Subsidies & Federation Bursaries - Jacques Chesnais 
 

• After a considerable amount of work by this committee & the Board, the procedures that govern 
this program (Chapter 13 of the Procedures Manual) was modified in September 2019 to provide 
more flexibility and funding to the Clubs.  All clubs were notified of these changes. 

• The objective of the program is to assist member clubs with promotional expenses related to 
the recruitment of new dancers (for details go to Financial Aid on the eosarda.ca site). 

• Funds are allocated on a first come first serve basis, for 50% of your club's net recruitment 
expenses up to a maximum of $250.00 per club per dance year. 

• The total budget for the program for 2019/20 was increased from $1,200 the previous year to 
$2,000. 

• Clubs can now apply twice during the year (as long as funds are not exhausted). 
• Applications were received from 9 clubs. 
• Reimbursements from EOSARDA for the dance year amounted to $1,484 in total 
• No new applications were received so far in 2020 given current uncertainties about when 

dancing will resume. 

 
3)  Dancer Leader Training Subsidies & Federation Bursaries  - Wendy VanderMeulen 
 

The following are the activities of the Dance Leaders Training Committee in the past year: 
 

• Fall 2019 – a Bulletin was sent out to let dancers know that bursaries are available to any dancer 
who is interested in learning to be a leader in any of the dance forms that make up EOSARDA: 
square dancing, round dancing, or line dancing; and also clogging or contra (which are part of 
the “square dance family”, although there are no member clubs in EOSARDA. 

 
• The February 2020 version of Square Time contained an ad advertising an “Information Session” 

for dancers interested in learning to call. 
 

• February 29, 2020 – The information session was led by John Charman and Wendy 
VanderMeulen.  4 potential callers attended.  Afterward, 2 more dancers who could not be at 
the meeting but were interested in learning to call were added to the list of potentials. 
 

The plan to hold a New Callers’ Workshop sometime in the summer had to be cancelled.  In place of a 
live event, emails were sent out with assignments for the new callers to work on.   
 
With no dancing going on, it is impossible for these new callers to practice or to have training sessions, 
as dancers are required in order to do that.  As soon as possible when dancing resumes, a workshop will 
be planned. 
  



 

12 

4) EOSARDA’s Dance Dangle Program   -  Helgi Goodman 
 

In terms of Club Visitation programs, Dance Year 2019-2020 began normally. Clubs were busy, visitations 
were being made, and we were gathering visitation results from 2018-2019 for fall 2019 recognition.  
Fifteen dancers submitted Visitation Awards for their activities in 2018-2019. 5 of these at the Silver 
Level & 10 at Gold.  

• These were presented in October/November 2019 to recipients at:  
o Shades of Autumn (7), in Pembroke 
o Harbour Lites 45th (4), in Prescott 
o At recipient Home Club (4), 2 each, Mississippi Squares and Village Squares 
o In addition to the above, Special Recognition Certificates were presented to two 

participants who had significantly exceeded the travel program requirements. 

This all came to an abrupt ending in mid-March, with the Covid-19 pandemic. All activities ceased and 
it’s likely that we won’t be dancing again until fall 2021, if then. 
 
While our year 2019-2020 did not get completed, we felt that there probably are dancers who did 
achieve a reward level of Club Visitations prior to the suspensions, and we wished to provide the 
recognition due to them. With that presumption in mind, a letter was sent to all Club Presidents asking 
for their assistance in determining who these people were. 
 
I have currently received 6 completed Club Visit Application forms. These are Harbour Lites (2 gold), 
Grenville Gremlins (1 silver), Swinging B’s (1 gold) and Village Squares (2 gold).  There may be more to 
come and I will continue to accept applications until I place the order for the recognition dangles (early 
November). If there are more qualifiers out there PLEASE get in touch with me, so that you can receive 
the recognition you deserve. I’m easily contacted by phone: 613-253-2960 or email: 
hsgoodman@rogers.com 
 
5) Recognition of Major Anniversaries & Accomplishments - Helen MacCallum 
 
In August and September of 2019, I started contacting EOSARDA member clubs and EOSARDA member 
callers to begin compiling information.  Some of the questions I asked were:- 

• How long has your club seen active?  
• How long has your caller been calling? 
• Will you be celebrating a special anniversary in the 2019-2020 dance season? 
• Is there someone in your club who requires special recognition for going above and beyond 

every week to make sure the club runs smoothly, someone you can always count on if there is 
something that needs to be done? 

 
I had contacted all clubs and had established a rapport with most of them.  Some potential anniversary 
dates were established.  One anniversary actually happened that had nothing to do with me, and that 
was the 45th Anniversary of the Harbour Lites.  That Anniversary had been in the works long before I 
assumed this position.  Other anniversaries have had to be postponed until another time. 
 
Many Special Dances were held during the first part of the 2019-2020 dance season, too many to 
mention here.  However, a mysterious virus that came to be known as Covid-19 developed and spread 
throughout the world.  All social activities came to a sudden stop on or around the middle of March 
2020. 
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At that time, I stopped trying to contact Clubs as we were not sure when activities would start up again.  
Also, many Clubs have had to postpone or cancel events because of the health restrictions that have been 
imposed on the public to try to keep people safe.  The last thing any of us would want is to organize a 
square dance and have it be a huge success, only to find out that a number of attendees have developed 
symptoms of Covid-19. 
 
When the dancing starts up again and people are not as afraid of getting together, we will be looking 
forward to getting together again to dance.  At that time, I will pick up where I left off in compiling 
information and details about EOSARDA Clubs and Callers, special anniversaries and special people who 
should be recognized. 
 

 

6)  Scheduling Conflict Policy -  Geoff Clarke 
• Sept/Oct, 2019 – reviewed the procedures in place with a view to seeing if improvements 

could be made, but after a close examination & in-depth discussion with those involved,  it 
was determined that the current system being used is working just fine! 

 
• Nov 2019 – Following the Council of Dancers meeting of Nov 10th, 2019 it was apparent from 

looking at the various dances over previous years that a number of clubs held the same dance 
on the same date for multiple years and were thus logical candidates to be added to the 
‘grandfathered’ list of reserved dance dates (only 5) in our current Chapter 26 Procedures 
Manual. 
 

• Nov/Dec, 2019 – reached out to the respective clubs to inquire if they would like ‘their’ dance 
date added to the ‘reserved’ list or not? 

 
• Jan/Feb, 2020 – after receiving feedback & confirmation from the clubs involved, 7 additional 

dance dates were added to the ‘grand-fathered’ list (section 26.4) with the Board approving 
the changes to the Procedures Manual Chapter 26, on Feb 1, 2020. These changes should, 
hopefully prevent any further future conflicts. 

 
 
 
 
 

7)  Publication of EOSARDA Square Time Magazine -  Gerry Johnson (Editor) 

We have published two versions in 2020 so far. The first was in February with 52 pages, and another one 
in April with 45 pages. The latter version was only available on the web due to the Covid-19. We 
continued our series on “meet our dance leaders”, “callers corner” and articles from the clubs.  

The next issue, October, will also be an online only issue. The December, February and April  issues 
will  be the same. We were distributing around 90 printed copies.  

I am still researching for some advertising.  
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Appendix G:  -- Publicity Committee Report 
 
Since the last Council of Dancers meeting the Publicity Committee was undertaken the following 
activities: 

1. A face-to-face meeting with Club publicity representatives was scheduled for November 2019 
and postponed to March 2020. The 2020 meeting was cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

2. The mandate of the Publicity Committee was reset for 2020-2021 as (1) assist in keeping 
existing dancers engaged and connected to square, round and line dancing; and (2) 
identify ways to keep square, round and line dancing in the public view while dancing 
and recruitment are not possible. 

3. E-bulletins: The Committee has sent out a number of e-bulletins and emails to connect with club 
publicity representatives to identify needs and possible resources; with a theme since April 2020 
of Stay Connected, to keep dancers engaged. 

4. Summer 2020 event: A major demonstration was booked for August 2020 in Kingston but was 
cancelled by the City of Kingston because of the pandemic. 

5. The Publicity Committee is looking into getting face masks printed with the Live Lively logo and 
the words “Square dancing” or “Round dancing” printed on them. These would be made 
available at cost to any interested dancers. This would be a means of promoting dancing while 
recruitment is not possible. 

6. The Publicity Committee will be launching a poster contest soon, asking talented dancers to 
create a promotional poster/flyer that all clubs could use on their websites, FB pages, or print 
for community distribution, as a means of promoting visibility. 
 

The Committee continues to collect ideas and resources related to promoting square, round and line 
dancing, which it will make available to clubs when ready. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lamar Mason  
Chair, EOSARDA Publicity Committee 
with Gloria Bateman and Carole Lauzon 
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Appendix H:  -- Technology Report 

 

1) EOSARDA Bulletins – We continue to use EOSARDA Bulletins to relay to 
information of interest to members of our dance community.  While pre-COVID, the 
majority of information was related to up-coming dances, EOSARDA Bulletins have 
recently been used to support our dancers and simply just to keep in touch.  
Currently, there are 137 subscribers who receive EOSARDA Bulletins regularly.  
Since the beginning of 2020, we have distributed 123 EOSARDA Bulletins. 

2) eoDance.ca – continues to host web material for EOSARDA, SVSRDA, and the 
Swing into Spring Committee.  Our webmaster, Bob Summers, keeps the 
information current and has an ongoing programme of updating and improving 
portions of the site. 

3) EOSARDA Sound Systems - there are two complete sound systems, one in the 
care of Caller John Charman, the other in the care of Caller Bob Summers.  Both 
systems are 100% operational and contain all the necessary hardware to sound a 
dance hall. The 2020 inventory check is underway, but (subject to the current 
inventory & equipment examination), no additional funding will be required in the 
2020-21 dance year for the repair, or replacement of any of the components. 

4) EOSARDA Hearing Assist Systems - we have 4 systems on hand, two very old 
Williams systems (1994 vintage), which still actually work; and 2 newer Williams 
systems.  On all 4 systems the transmitters work fine, but several of the older 
receivers do not and cannot be replaced (no longer available).  Once we get back to 
dancing again, a decision will be needed about the possible disposition (donation?) 
of the older systems as EOSARDA does not need 4 systems on hand.  The newer 
systems have been used at the most recent EOSARDA dance events, but in all 
cases no dancers have ever requested the use of any of the receivers. 

Detailed timeline of the work completed about our Hearing Assist systems is below: 

 

August - Sept 2019 
• Evaluated EOSARDA's hearing systems for functionality & condition. All 4 are 

working well although 2 are 1994 vintage and could be considered for 
‘donation’? 

 
• Article written (“Not Hearing the Calls?”) for the September issue of Square 

Time focussing on "Hearing Assist" 
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Sept/Oct 2019 
• Completed a survey of all EOSARDA Clubs regarding availability & use of 

Hearing Assist systems. 
 
• Determined that, of the 24 clubs surveyed, that only 5 (21%) actually ‘own’ a 

system. And at those clubs (all Landmark FM) none are in use as NO dancers 
have requested the use of same! 

 
• In doing a similar survey of the 11 local Callers, 4 of them (36%) have 

Landmark FM systems and none of them are in use at any of the clubs that 
they call at.   

 
• In contrast, two Callers are using BLUETOOTH Transmitters at their clubs 

with success! Only 1 or 2 dancers have used it with great success! 
 
Nov/ Dec 2019 

• Due to the dismal responses from the surveys, and a “nil” response from the 
Hearing Assist article in the September Square Time, the “planned” campaign 
to promote the use of HA throughout EOSARDA, was ‘shelved’ to determine 
if indeed there is REALLY a need for HA systems in this region? 

 
• Decided instead to create a “dancer survey” (anonymous) for distribution in 

order to determine directly from the dance community as to what ‘their’ 
wants/needs “may” be regarding HA.  The intent is to consult with a dancer 
who has a hearing problem to determine the appropriate questions to ask.  
Planning to get that done during Jan/Feb. 

 
• The key question remains, if the dancers are not asking for it, is it really 

needed.  But then, on the other hand if the dancers are not aware it’s 
available?? 

 
Jan – Feb, 2020 

• Dancer survey still ‘in the works’ & hoping to get done before the end of 
February 

 
• Use of BLUETOOTH transmitters for HA at 3 dance locations is going well. 

We hope to ‘expand’ to others in those clubs & to try and promote further use 
at other clubs. 

 
March 2020 

• All dancing and all dancing activities now shut down due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
• Thus, we cannot continue to pursue the real need for Hearing Assist 

until such time that dancing resumes, nor the technology (FM & 
Bluetooth) to provide same at all dances in the region. 
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Appendix I:  -- Ottawa Area Callers Association Report 
 
The OACA recently met via ZOOM.  Brian Crawford was confirmed as President for another 
year, and John Charman continues to be Treasurer (there was talk that the job might be his 
forever!).  Wendy VanderMeulen will continue to represent the OACA at EOSARDA Board 
meetings. 
 
When the Callers meet “in the flesh”, there is always about an hour of workshopping calls or 
demonstrating teaching methods.  Because we met virtually, this time, the meeting was relatively 
shorter.   
 
Like you, the dancers, we are all anxious to get back to dancing as soon as we can.  Rest assured 
that all the Callers will be ready to jump in and get back to calling for all your clubs as soon as 
the opportunity presents itself.  In the meantime, John and Wendy have been involved with the 
latest square dance craze, Virtual Square Dancing.  We encourage all of you to give it a try.  It is 
good practice and better than no dancing at all!  And if you find it too difficult to dance that way, 
tuning in to these dances and being a spectator at least helps to keep the names of the calls fresh 
in your mind. 
 
We wish everyone good health – and Be Patient.  We will get through this! 
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Appendix J:  -- Seaway Valley Square and Round Dance Association 
Report 

 
SVSRDA continues to stay in contact with our ongoing executive committee 
during the covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The executive members remain the same since the meeting in March 2020 was 
cancelled. 
 
The executives decided, in May, to go ahead with the 2020-2021 calendar and to 
waive the fee for registration and calendars, but as time went on, and Covid-19 
continued throughout the summer, realized there would be little chance of dancing 
this year, decided to wait again and see what the new year will bring.  
  
The certificates for the new dancers for 2019-2020 were completed by Helgi 
Goodman and forwarded to each club to be distributed among their new dancers 
along with a letter of congratulations from the president couple. 
 
Dangles for travelling to other clubs will be mailed to each individual when we 
receive their travel forms. 
 
It was decided to cancel the Christmas Dance for 2020 and will decide in 2021, 
depending on Covid-19, if we go ahead with the Mother’s Day Dance in May. 
 
Submitted respectfully, 
Gerald & Marlene Casselman     President Couple  
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Appendix K:  -- Ontario Square and Round Dance Federation Report 
 
For personal reasons, after many years of service, Peter Courdin, Gerry Sawtell and June Tripp 
have resigned as EOSARDA’s Federation representatives to the Ontario Square and Round 
Dance Federation.  Fortunately, Barbara Englehart has agreed to continue as one of our 
representatives.  She has been joined in this task by Bob Pitruniak, Arlo Speer, and Dave 
Western. 

-Barbara remains the Federation Secretary 
-Bob is Director - Recruitment (Dancer Recruitment and New Club Bursaries) 
-Dave is Director - Legal and 
-Arlo has accepted the unenviable task of undertaking a comprehensive review of the two 
Trillium Awards Programs   

 
We have also been advised that dancer insurance will not cover COVID related claims. 
 
Federation has deferred discussion about having a lawyer draft a waiver until the January Board 
meeting.  Any waiver would be available to clubs when dancing resumes again.  The document 
in question would have two purposes: 

-it would contain a series of questions designed to ensure that each dancer is in compliance 
with all COVID-19 protocols (travel, no contact with an infected person etc.) and 
-it would ensure that each dancer was aware of an inherent risk in dancing as far as the 
possibility of contracting COVID-19 is concerned and had voluntarily accepted that risk. 

The waiver could not guarantee freedom from a law suit and would not confer any immunity 
from liability in the event that a court of law found that a club had been negligent and that the 
negligence had resulted in a COVID-19 infection or relayed damage both personal and 
economic. 
 
At its October 4th Board meeting, the Federation unanimously agreed to a Motion presented by 
Bob Pitruniak encouraging all members to comply at all times with Public Health guidelines 
during the current pandemic. 
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Appendix L:  -- 2020 – 2021 Budget 
 
 
 

NOTE: Additional information has been omitted from the on-line version but is available upon 
request.  
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Appendix M:  -- Regarding Re-Starting Dancing in EOSARDA 
 
EVERYONE is wondering when square and round and line dancing will start up again in our 
area. We all WANT it to start sooner rather than later, but we also want to be smart about it and 
not start before we really should.  But when is that, exactly? 
 
First and foremost, we should follow Ontario Health guidelines. Updated ones can be found at 
this website:  https://www.ontario.ca/page/reopening-ontario-stages#section-3.  Basically, any 
type of indoor gathering (and I think we are past the time when we would consider dancing 
outdoors anymore this year) is restricted to 10 people.  Because of the recent increase in cases in 
Ontario, groups the size that we want for our dancing are still not recommended and probably 
won’t be for some time.  Chances are very good that those protocols will not open up without 
restriction until there is a vaccine that is accessible to us all.  
 
And what about WHERE we would dance?  The issue of when the facilities we dance in will be 
willing to have us back in their halls is a huge consideration as well. They are also closely 
following Ontario Health protocols and will certainly not let us in unless we agree to follow the 
rules of limited numbers and maintaining social distancing. They may not want to risk outsiders 
affecting their halls in such a way as to prevent the normal use of their facility (specifically in 
regard to schools and churches).    
 
Then there is the financial picture.  As long as there is a limit of only 10 people in a room, clubs 
will most likely not be able to afford the cost of a hall and caller/cuer/prompter.  That limit will 
have to be raised or gotten rid of completely before clubs can bear the cost of getting back to 
dancing. 
 
One other thing to mention is insurance.  The third-party liability insurance we have through the 
Canadian Square and Round Dance Society (CSRDS) does NOT cover any claims made – such 
as extensive cleaning or loss of income – that can be tied directly to COVID-19.   
 
Then there are the questions:  Will the club develop any of its own in-club protocols?  Will the 
club require masks?  Will the club check COVID-related history of their dancers?  Will 
the club take dancers’ temperatures?  What (and how much) sanitising equipment and supplies 
will the club make available?  Will the club ask dancers to waive any liability?  How will the 
club make it easy for dancers to maintain the necessary distancing?  How will the club manage 
refreshments?  How would the club address a dancer who attends and appears ill? 
 
All these things have to be considered when a club is discussing their options.  In the end, “err on 
the side of caution” because “it’s better to be safe than sorry”! 
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Appendix N:  -- Attendees 
Club Surname 

First 
name Club Surname 

First 
name 

Bay Waves Gardner Ron 

Meri Squares 

Chesnais Jacques  
Gardner Charlene ** Gravelle Michelle 

Capital Carousels Speer Arlo ** Lelievre Gerry 

Capital City Lines Blondeau Janet  Mason Lamar 
Charmin’ Promenaders VanderMeulen  Wendy ** McEwan Colleen 

Crazy A's ** Adams Judy ** Tripp June 
Currie Gavin Mississippi 

Squares 
Guthro Debbie 

Got Lines - Line Dancing Pitruniak Bob Guthro Vince 
Western David OACA Clarke Geoff 

Grenville Gremlins Gauthier Pat Crawford Brian  

Harbour Lites Casselman Marlene Ottawa Date 
Squares 

Hunter Bill 
Warriner Lee Robichaud Jean-Marc 

Kanata Squares Currie David Riverside Gypsies Mazerolle Bob 
Currie Marie Mazerolle  Barbara 

Limestone Dancers Brown Shirley Sunshine Squares McSavaney Jim 
Chapman Linda  McSavaney Shirley 

Lockits  
Clarke Teena 

SVSDRA 
** Finney Russ 

Goodman Helgi Casselman Gerald  
   Huntley Jeannie 
      Swinging Bees Frappier Roger 

    Swinging 
Swallows 

Blais André  
   Patterson Renton 

 
** Non-voting observers 

EOSARDA Directors Barb Englehart and Gerry Johnson attended without representing a club. 


